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                                    Shakespeare in American Communities 

                      
                      
              Shakespeare in American Communities provides grants of up to $25,000 that connect young people across the country to Shakespeare’s plays. Grants support performances and workshops in schools and in the justice system.

 











            

          
                  

      

    

    
          
        [image: Eight people stand in a semicircle at the top of a stage, with their hands in the air and smiles on their faces. Behind them, there's a stage where people are performing with musical instruments and also have their hands in the air. The stage is set up with fake trees, grass, logs, and painted flowers, and there's confetti falling from the sky; all creating a Spring like vision.]
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About Shakespeare in American Communities




Shakespeare in American Communities is a theater program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. Through grants to theater companies that produce Shakespeare’s works, this program supports high-quality productions and educational activities in middle schools, high schools, and juvenile justice facilities throughout the United States. Arts Midwest accepts proposals annually starting with an intent to apply in January and deadline in mid-February.




One hundred and twenty theater companies and organizations across the United States have taken part in Shakespeare in American Communities since the program’s inception in 2003. Selected companies have presented 34 of Shakespeare’s 37 plays, as part of the Schools program. To date, the program has supported more than 14,500 performances and 54,000 educational activities at more than 11,500 schools and juvenile justice facilities in 4,700 communities in all 50 states, plus the District of Columbia.




The program has two opportunities available for applicants. Visit How to Apply – Schools and How to Apply – Juvenile Justice for more information.




The application deadline has passed.  Intents to Apply were due by Thursday, January 25th. Applications for the 2024-2025 cycle were due Thursday, February 8th.        





  
      
      
                  
            
              
                                  Current Grantees
                                
                  
                    

                  
                

              

              
                                  
                    In June 2022, Arts Midwest announced the recipients of $1.17 million in Shakespeare in American Communities grants, with $1 million going to 40 professional theater companies partnering with schools, and $170,000 going to nine organizations working with students in the juvenile justice system. These performances and educational events will take place between August 1, 2022 and July 31, 2023.
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                                  Resources for Grantees
                                
                  
                    

                  
                

              

              
                                  
                    Accessibility Resources

	National Endowment for the Arts’ Resources to Help Ensure Accessibility of Your Virtual Events
	National Endowment for the Arts’ Checklists and Resources
	Arts Midwest’s Accessibility Center


Crediting and Visibility

	NEA and Arts Midwest logo lockup
	Black & White.jpeg
	Full Color.jpeg
	Full Color.eps
	PowerPoint slide





Research and Evaluation

	The Dos and Don’ts of Research on Participants (PDF)


Banner: Scheduled to arrive by August 2023.

#artsmidwestshakespeare: Tag the program in social media posts. 

We will not require that you use the Shakespeare in American Communities logo in your marketing materials. However, if you’d like to use it (in addition to the required NEA / Arts Midwest logo lockup), you can download it here:

	Shakespeare in American Communities logo



                  

                
                
                              

            

          

                  
            
              
                                  Frequently Asked Questions
                                
                  
                    

                  
                

              

              
                                  
                    Who can apply for a Shakespeare in American Communities grant?

501c3 non-profit professional theater companies located in the U.S. or the Native Nations that share this geography that have a minimum of two years’ experience providing professional performances and related educational activities to middle and/or high schools.

What do organizations receive if they are selected to participate in Shakespeare in American Communities?

Selected organizations receive grants ranging from $15,000 to $25,000 to support their Shakespeare in American Communities programming.

Can we apply for both the Schools and Juvenile Justice tracks?

Yes, but there must be no overlapping programming or costs between the applications and budgets.



Is there a matching requirement?

For the School track, applicants will be required to demonstrate matching funds on a 1:1 basis for their requested grant amount. (For example, if an applicant requests a $15,000 Shakespeare grant, the total project budget must be at least $30,000.) Federal funds cannot be used as a match. Juvenile Justice track grantees do not have a match requirement.



Is the Intent to Apply required?

Yes. The Intent to Apply is due January 25, 2024. 
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                    Shakespeare in American Communities is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. 
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                                    Shakespeare in American Communities: Schools

                
                                    This opportunity is open to  501c(3) professional theater companies that have produced Shakespeare or classically-based repertoire within the last five years. Companies should have a minimum of two years experience providing both performances and related educational activities for middle and/or high school students. 

                
                                    
                        
  
      
      Learn More + Apply
    
  
                    

                            

        


        
                    
                [image: A crowd of students sitting on bleachers in a gymnasium watch a performance happening on the gym floor.]

                
                    
                    
                Much Ado About Nothing

                    
                Kalispell, MT

                    
                Shakespeare in American Communities

            

                


                
                    
    









    Photo Credit: Montana Shakespeare in the Parks
  

                

            

        
        
        
                    


    





    
        


            

    

    

        
        
            
            
                
    
        


            

                


            

                                    Shakespeare in American Communities: Juvenile Justice

                
                                    This opportunity is open to 501c(3) theater companies or organizations that have two years’ experience partnering with the justice system and engaging young people in theater education programs that illuminate the works of Shakespeare. 
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                [image: In a classroom setting, a person wearing a protective cloth mask is leaning down and talking to a younger person who is holding sheets of loose leaf paper covered in writing.]
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          Shakespeare in American Communities Stories + Updates
        

      
          


          	

  
  
    
      
              
                      [image: A group of people in masquerade masks dancing on stage, as the stage band plays on an elevated platform above them.]
                  

      
      

                  
            Now Accepting Applications: 2024-25 NEA Big Read and Shakespeare in American Communities
          

        
        
                  
            October 24 2023
          

        
                  
            
              Applications are now open for the 2024-25 cycle of our two national grants programs: the NEA Big Read and Shakespeare in American Communities.
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                      [image: People perform on a cement square outside with students sitting around them. In the center there's a person wearing a crown and Shakespeare era clothing, seemingly crying out as a person with a cane lays at their feet, appearing to be dead.]
                  

      
      

                  
            Announcing the 2023-24 Shakespeare in American Communities Grantees
          

        
        
                  
            June 1 2023
          

        
                  
            
              49 organizations across the country are receiving over $1.16 million in grants to bring the works of Shakespeare to youth in schools and the juvenile justice system.
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                      [image: Four people dancing on a stage cast in a dim purple light; the person in front has a spotlight on them and they're smiling at the camera. Two people in sunglasses dance behind them, and another person dances with their back to the camera.]
                  

      
      

                  
            Announcing the 2022-23 Shakespeare in American Communities Grantees
          

        
        
                  
            June 1 2022
          

        
                  
            
              Arts Midwest today announced the recipients of $1.17 million in Shakespeare in American Communities grants, with $1 million going to 40 professional theater companies partnering with schools, and $170,000 going…
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                    Have questions about Shakespeare in American Communities?

                    


        
                            
                    We’re happy to answer any questions you have about Shakespeare in American Communities. If you’d like to talk to us we’re just an email or a phone call away. 
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          Sign up for our newsletter
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Last Name 

Email(Required)
                            
                        

I am interested in...

								
								Grant Opportunities
							

								
								Stories + News
							

								
								Professional Development Tools
							



Please confirm that you'd like to hear from Arts Midwest. You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking the link in the footer of our emails. We promise never to sell or share the information you provide to us on this form.

        Submit
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This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.
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3033 Excelsior Boulevard #380

Minneapolis, MN 55416

612.341.0755
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